
Effective S1 2016 Reformat Senate App 29 Jun 2016 

Module code AN-4316 

Module Title Pragmatics 

Degree/Diploma Bachelor of Arts (English Studies) 

Type of Module Major Option/Breadth 

Modular Credits 4 Total student workload 8 hours/week 

Contact hours              4 hours/week 

Prerequisite AN-1201 Introduction to English Language and Linguistics 

Anti-requisite None 

Aims 
The aim of the module is to familiarise students with some of the central issues in the study of pragmatics. 
The module therefore aims to cover some of the main standard theories of pragmatics, as well as looking at 
how pragmatics fits into more general linguistic theory.  Students are also expected to learn how to apply 
pragmatics theories to the actual analysis of texts and by the end of the module will be able to use 
pragmatic approaches to investigate a wide variety of everyday genres. 

Learning Outcomes:  
On successful completion of this module, a student will be expected to be able to: 
 

Lower order : 30% - Understand the main theories of pragmatics 

- Understand the similarities and differences between similar competing theories 

Middle order :  50% - Analyse texts in English to reveal the pragmatic principles at work 

- Decide on the appropriate theory to use to analyse a particular text for a particular 
purpose 

Higher order: 20% - Appraise the differences between similar theories and establish the strong and weak 
points of each 

Module Contents 

- Deixis 

- Speech acts 

- Presupposition and entailment 

- Gricean theories of implicature  

- Neo-Gricean pragmatics 

- Relevance theory 

- Theories of politeness 

- Cross-cultural pragmatics  

- Metapragmatics 

- The place of pragmatics in linguistic theory 
 

Assessment Formative assessment Questions and discussion after oral presentations will 
establish areas which are not properly understood, or 
understood in sufficient depth 

Summative assessment Examination: 50% 
 

Coursework:  50%            
- 1 written analysis on set text (20%)                                              

- 1 written analysis of text chosen by student (20%)                      

- 1 oral presentation (10%) 

 

 


